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New York on Lake Ontario. The 
plan (Ook more than thirry years to 
complete and had many set backs. 
At first, they buih the railroad 
swiftly through the highest pan of 
the CatSkill Mountains, reaching 
Stamford, New York in 1872. East 
Meredith residents must have been 
excited, though no records from the 
time exist to tell us. Then , in 
1875, the Rondout & Oswego 
Railroad went bankrupt, stopping 
all construction on the line. A man 
named Thomas Cornell of 
Kingston, New York bought the 
railroad. Nothing happened for 
several years, but the Rondout & 
Oswego did gain a new name. It 
became the Ulster and Delaware 
Railroad. 

In 1884, the rai lroad came to 
li fe as tracks were laid from Stam­
ford to Hobart, New York. East 
Meredith final ly began to see some 
action. Twice, railroad surveyors 
were in East Meredith to mark a 
route for the tracks. Elizabeth 
Hanford, in her diary, first men­
tions the men on August 31, 1885, 
when she wrote "The Surveyors for 
a rai lroad th rough here are at Will's 
ton ight." Excitement must have 
been high and many East Meredith 
men helped to make the surveyor's 
job easier. Elizabeth Hanford 
recorded that T erney Silliman, 
George Dudley and her own son, 
Charlie, helped. Even Elizabeth's 
husband helped: 

uvi & TerneySilliman went 10 

Konright Summit to Carry the 
Surveyon Instrumenu. 

Octobu 12,1885 
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already in place. To avoid the 
problem, the U & D Railroad 
chartered a new rail line, the 
Delaware & Otsego, with a new 
path to avoid Harpersfield. Once 
this new railroad laid the track, 
they would lease it to the U & D 
and all their problems would be 
solved. The D & 0 Railroad 
purchased land from the mill for itS 
tracks and made an agreement for a 
switch to be built behind the 
building. Elizabeth Hanford wrote 
in her diary: 

A Pany or Officials went over the 
Andcipated Railrood rrom 
Kingston to Oneonta. Delagates 
rrom here Met them at 
Bloomville. Five teams rrom 
Oneonta met them here. 

July 11, 1890 

Competition for the rai lroad was 
fierce between villages and, of 
course, East Meredith supported 
the new rail line that passed 
through their own backyard. The 
D & 0 Railroad named two of East 
Meredi th's prominent citizens to 
directOrs' positions in the company, 
store owner John H. Thompson 
and farmer Merritt S. RobertS. By 
1891, the D & 0 had connected 
Bloomville to Hobart and excite­
ment was running high. 

M.S. Robens andJ.H. Thompson 
... were notified 10 allend a 
meeting or the direClors in 
Kingston Thursday or this week. 
This faCl, coupled with the labor 
being laid out at Bloomville, and 
the massing orbuilding supplies, 
elC., at that point, would indicate 
that the rood is to be completed. 
'So mote it be: 

CDutlty Dllirynllltl 

November 16, 1891 
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Hopes were soon crushed, as a 
depression that year caused finan­
cial strain and plans for the railroad 
were dropped agai n. EaSt Meredith 
residents were left to contemplate 
an empry. trackless railroad grade. 
It would be eight more years before 
a train would run over that grade. 

Finally, the Delaware Counry 
Dairyman newspaper reponed on 
August 18, 1899: 

All the indications ;uc: that the 
Ulster and Delaware will be 
completed to Oneonta this year. 
The ties are being delivered and 
ra ils also. This week officials have 
been examining the approoches to 

the depot at Oneonta. 

EaSt Meredith began to buStle with 
railroad men. We can see the 
village's excitement in Elizabeth 
Hanford 's diary entries: 

Men are building a Shanty below 
Whiles ror the haJlians to live in 
while building the railroad which is 
being built 

September 8, 1899 
Carrie and Minnie [Silliman] went 
to see the Bridge Builden drive 
the spiles ror the Bridge on the 
Railrood 

October 13, 1899 
We $aW the Steam rrom the 
ConslruClion train of our Railroad 
near Peter McAuslins. 

November 23, 1899 
The Cars went below near the 
Davenpon line, went hack 10 
arkvi lle with (WO Cars. Railroad & 
cars have come. 

November 30, 1899 
(note this day WlI.$ 

Thanksgiving). 
Most of the Railroad men gone 
home. 

December 15, 1899 

And East Meredith was quiet again. 

By November, the surveyors -------------------

The quiet only lasted seven 
months. Presumably, they 
were laying the tracks fanher 

were gone and life was quiet 
again , but EaSt Meredith 
waited patiently. 

By 1887, the U & D 
Railroad hit a snag. It did not 
wish to run the tracks through 
Harpersfield as originally 
planned, but agreements were 

East M"f'dith 

JO 
about thf' 

railroad thry 
took pictttrf'J 
ofthf' barf' 
gradf'. 

west of the village into 
Oneonta. Then on July 15, 
1900, the Ulster and Delaware 
Railroad sprang to life as the 
first official train rumbled 
through EaSt Meredith. 
Eli7.abeth Hanford wrote in her 
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diary " Horace [her husband's 
brother] came yesterday on the first 
mail Hain on the Extension from 
Bloomville to Oneonta." EaSt 
Meredith residents remembered 
that it was engine No.9 with five 
coach cars and two baggage ca rs. 
Engine No.9 would later be 
involved in the U & D's only 
serious passenger (fain accident Ln 
1911 in Halcotrville. NY. Engine 
No. 39 collided head on with 
Engine No.9 which was hauling 
the paycar. Only railroad employ~ 
ees were injured or killed, but 
Engine No.9 was so badly dam~ 
aged, it had to be scrapped. 

Did the railroad do what the 
inhabitants of EaSt Meredith 
expected? Business in EaSt 
Meredith boomed in 1900, two 
creamerie!ii were built to botde milk 
and Hanford Mills began produc~ 
ing various [001 handles and milk 
crates. They shipped the handles 
to Ohio and New Hampshire on 
the rai lroad, while the crates went 
to New York Ciry and closer. 
However, East Meredith could not 
compete and it did nO[ "put 
Oneonta in the shade." The 
Hanfords s[Opped making handles 
within five years. Their facrory was 
just not big enough. Soon, milk 
crates were being made of metal, 

Hanford Mills Museum 

and later, 
milk was 
shipped 
in bulk 
tanks and 
on 

trucks. 
East 
Meredith 
residents 
cou ld 
take a 
quick 
train to 
Oneonta 
ro see a 

~~~~~~~~~~show. 
visit the 

Oneonta fair or go to high school 
(East Meredith's school only went 
[0 ninth grade). Soo n, automobiles 
became popular and people did not 
need the train. East Meredith re~ 
sident, Ben Beames even purchased 
a bus to take EaSt Meredith sru~ 
dents to the Oneonta high schooL 

In the end, the last passenger 
train ran through East Meredith in 
1954. and by the mid- to late~ 
1960s, the U & D Railroad could 
not pay for itself. The actual Ulster 
and Delaware Compa ny already 
had financial difficulties in 1932 
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during the depression and sold the 
line to the New York Central 
Railway. By the late 1 960s, the 
NY Central removed the rails from 
the U & 0 line and the railroad in 
East Meredith was gone for good. 

Trains only ran through the 
village for a littJe more than sixry 
years: .EaSt Meredith residents 
would have preferred a rail connec~ 
tion when it was first planned in 
the 1860s and 1870s, but it would 
never have "put Oneonta in the 
shade." EaSt Meredith is nor 
situated in a location where it could 
compete with the larger and more 
centrally located Oneonta. Still. 
the Ulster and Delaware Railroad 
did provide a useful connection.. to 
the ourside world. With a dona­
rion from the Kelso family. 
Hanford Mills Museum now owns 
over a mile of the original railroad 
bed. Today, a section of it still 
lives on as the Delaware and Ulster 
Railride in Arkville, New York. 
EaSt Meredith stili has a connection 
to it. as lOurists visi t both the 
railride and Museum. They make 
the connection between the twO by 
bus, but people can still ride the 
railroad and see Hanford Mi lls in 
the same day. f{1! 

This photograph of Engine No.9, rnnning behind the Hllnford's mill, was 
taken about 1910 not too long before its fotalaccidmt in 1911. 
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The Edger 
by Robert Grassi 

In February 2000, the museum with multiple saw blades (three or movable saw. The cast iron framed 
pu rchased an edger to add to our more), are capable of also reducing center section contains the saw 
machinery collections in the mill. large boards into several smaller mandrel (including blades and 
In operating a sawmill, during the boards. Edgers cc;mtinue to provide drive pulley) and the power feed 
initial sizing process, the log is valuable service today in modern rollers. The wooden framed out-
reduced to a square cant and slabs sawmi ll s. feed [able is 84 inches long and has 
are prod uced. Typically, sawmills Our machine dates from the twO rollers. All and all, the enti re 
produce (wo types of slabs. Slabs early 1900's and was manufactured length of the machine is JUSt less 
contain ing one sawn side were by the R.). Tower Ironworks om of than 18 feet. The color of the 
traditionally cut up and used for Greenville, Michigan. Well de- Tower edger's iron pans were 
firewood. Today, many sawmills signed and efficient. the Tower originally machincry gray and its 
chop them up into chips. The cwo machine was one of the morc wooden parts bright red. They 
sided sawn -'------------------------.:::-,----- designed edgers to 
slabs, or be either right 
"flitches" as they hand or left hand 
are sometimes to beSt use a 
called, are made specific mill's 
more usable and layout and to 
saleable when operate III con-
their waned junction with 
edges are either a left or 
removed. A right-hand saw-
waned edge on a mill. A left hand 
board contains set-up has the 
the outside edge guide fence and, in 
of the log often our case, the fixed 
including the Two edging saws can be seen in this catalog picture. One stayed saw blade with the 
bark. Many stationary, while the other could be moved to cut diffirent board widths. drive pulley on the 

smaller circular left as the operator 
sawmills (and , traditionally, up­
and-down and muley sawmills) 
remove or edge th is wane from their 
slabs on their mill's carriage. We 
have done this on occasion here at 
the Museum. The process is time 
consuming and very wasteful. 
Only one side can be edged at a 
time using this method. Each 
board can be edged individually, 
but only at a great expense of time 
and handling. To save time, a 
group of slabs is edged together. As 
one might imagine, it is impossible 
to get the maximum usable board 
footage Out of each and every board 
edged in this manner. Edgers were 
designed early on to edge boards far 
more efficiently. They sawed both 
edges in one pass. Larger edgers 

popular edgers to find their way 
into many sawmills in our area. 
Tower edgers were manufactured 
from the 1890's to 1955. They 
produced many models. The 
smallest had a capacity to handle 
boards up to 27 inches in width. 
The largest produced could cut 60 
inch boards. The museum's 
machine is a cwo bladed, 27 inch 
model. One 14-inch saw blade is 
fixed, and the other is movable 
(while in operation). It is capable 
of sawing any width from a mini­
mum of I \-l inches to a maximum 
of 20 inches and up to 4 inches in 
th ickness. The wooden framed in­
feed table is 96 illches long and 
contains three roilers, a guide fence 
and the controls for setting the 

faces the machine. A left-handed 
edger worked best with a right­
hand sawmill, and a right-hand 
edger with a left-hand sawmi ll. 
The reason is quite simple, time 
and energy efficient material flow. 

At this point, very litrle is 
known about the Hanford's original 
edger. We know that they listed an 
edger among the machinery auc­
tioned from the mill in 1965. We 
also have evidence of its ex istence 
through an interview conducted by 
fo rmer executive director Keith Bort 
with ). Ralph Hanford (Horace 
Hanford's son) dated March 13, 
1985. In this interview, Ralph 
even disclosed its original operating 
position. Unfortunately we know 
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li((ic else. What was rhe make of 
rhe original machine? We have no 
documentarion of rhe manufac­
lUrer. We do know Chase Turbine 
Manufacturing Company of 
Orange, Massachusetts (rhe same 
company from whom DJ. Hanford 
purchased a sawmill, shingle mill. 
shingle packer and a 36-inch cutoff 
saw in rhe 1880's) was a dealer in 
Tower edgers for many years. So 
there is a possibili£}' that rhe 
Hanford's edger was a Tower 
machine purchased through the 
Chase company. 

What was its size. how many 
saw blades did it have and was it 
left-hand or right-hand configured? 
We know where the Hanfords 
operated (he original machine. 
Close examination of rhe area 
revealed flat belt cutouts through 
rhe original floorboards. The 
edger's location in the sawmill 
would suggest the Hanford's 
machine was most likely left~hand 
but we have no absolute way of 
determining this wtrh the available 
physical evidence. The size of the 
curours revealed that a flat belt 
drive no larger than 6 inches 
powered the machine. This would 
not be enough supplied horse 
power to support a large, multiple 
bladed (thr~ or more) edger. 
Finally. i(5 location in the sawmill 
would suggest that it could be no 
larger than 36 inches without 
affecting the operation of the 
sawmill :md general materials flow 
throughout the mill building. 

We are very fortunate to have 
found an edger of this quality and 
vintage that fits our mill's specific 
criteria so well. Plans for the future 
are to return this machine to active 
service in the location of the 
Hanford's original edger. Please 
make a point to come and visit our 
newest addition to the mill's 
machinery collection. ~ 
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Join us for Hanford Mills Museum's 1 sl 

Spring Exploration Festival 
Pick up a fru 
~v~rgr~m 

sudlhlg. 

Tak~ a walk 
6- I~arn about 

~dibl~ 6-
mdicinal wild 

plants. 

Try a fly­
tying class. 

&plor~ th~ lift of 
Kortright Cr~~k. 

Bring your childrm 
for th~ fishing d~rby. , 

Call Hanford Mill Museum at (607) 278~5744 or 1~800~295~4992 
for more information 

Saturday, May 5, 2001 
10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Hanford Mills Museum's 

Briar Creek Gift Shop 
.~ Announces· ~ ~'iU1L .,. r .. ·~ 

Two miniature replicas by Fernwood of Maine: 
~Thc Mill Building and 

/

" ~ The John Hanford Farmhouse 
~ (see below ~ Both can be purchased 

/ 1881 ',':~i:~i:;~~:;,~:,~::g&Wi'h 

,r tal 181 
II 
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Sharon Sepulveda 
Thomas & Susan Sikes 
Roben $tcrchack 
Jane Tuttle 
Ron & Irene Zablocki 
Marvin Zachow 

We would also like to thank the 
following people for making 
collections do nations in the year 
2000, 

Elizabeth A. Botting 
Rose E. C hurch ill 
Delaware Draft Horse Club 
Joan Dorr 
Fred Frewen 
Dorothy H. Friedmann 
Gilbert Lake State Park 
Jay Hager 
John Hamihon 
Ken Kellerhouse 
Jane McCone 
Richard Masten 
Will iam O'Dell, Jr. 
Dennis R. Smith 
Donald & Joanne Westcott 
Walter Wis~n 

I)aard of Trustees 
P,..,~en! Gome", Robert" 
V"'" Pre.. .. ,o Ch..riouc Hill 
Trc.!.5UreT: Jim Ferrari 

5ecrct"'Y Ken Kellerhouse 

Jim B.d<.lo 
Beny Berglei!ner 
Bob BMop II 
&rbMa [);(:Q.xo 

JI", I lartn\dnn 
Tom How,\l'd 

GrdCe Ken! 
M<II! Ken! 
Tom Mjr.d:>i!o 
Jerry PcIJ..-grino 
Gretchen Sonn 
Mdrtl\d Symes 

CriUll Van COli 

Trmle<: Emeritus JdIl\e!l M. Vilt\Buren 

M useum 5 to>Jf 

E..xecotl\'~ Director: Liz CalWla.n 
AMI Dirtttor/ Cur.uor: CMoIine de '\larrdis 
Mill Fon!ll'IM: Robert Grassi 
E'..duc4!or/ Gift Shop M.magcr: Sat4 S.k~ 
Bookkeeper; P,mlinc SWMlick 

"'\arI!e!ing Coordil\ll!or: Sat4 Ri\fl\scy 
fl.Wn!elldt'lCe: John Andef'SQII 
In!er ....... !e,.,,' 

W4},ne Allen Bill Brindle 
Ed McGee 

Gift Shop; An", &~ Beny IXindl~ 

MILLWORK is publishe<l by Hanford Mills 
M~m and drs.tnbuted free \0 membe,.", II is 

edited by oo"'\or. Caroline de Marrdl" '32 printed 
with lul\d" lro", the O'Connor Foond<lllOn 
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Corn Bread 
As you look through the pages of Millwork, you might notice we 

menrion El izabeth Hanford and her diaries a lor. Elizabeth used (he space 
in these ofren tiny diaries to record daily weather, the work she did and 
the people she visited or who visited her. For an unknown reason, in the 
1866 diary El izab~t h only wrote in January and February. The rest is 
blank except for nineteen recipes. 

Below, we have reproduced one of Elizabeth's 1866 recipes. We also 
convened it for use in a modern kifChen and speeded up the baking time 
wi th a hotter oven. Keep in mind that when Elizabeth says "sweet milk" 
she means fresh milk rather than sour milk. Some recipes use sour milk 
(an acid) to help the baking soda make the bread rise, but Elizabeth's 
recipe uses molasses instead , which is also acid ic. 

Elizabeth Hanford's 
Corn Bread 

I cup corn meal 
1 cup wheat Aour 
'A teaspoon baking soda 
V2 teaspoon salt 
I cup milk 
'A Clip molasses 

Combine the fi rst four ingredients and then stir in the milk and 
molasses. When the mixm re is combi ned, pat il into a greased 8-in. pan 
(it wi ll be very thick) and bake at 400°F for 20-25 minutes or lI nti l the 
cornbread bounces back when lightly touched. (fit 

MILLWORK 
Hanford MiUs M u.sev.m 

Hanford Mills Museum 
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