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"...These Things Indicate That Summer is at Hand." By Caroline Meek
The groundhog this year before superior wisdom and was usually the beginning of

predicted six more weeks of
winter, and with all the snow,
he wasn't far off. Groundhog
day always brings thoughts of
spring, even in East Meredith a
hundred years ago. Elizabeth
Hanford wrote in her diary on
the day before February 2,
1881: "think the old Bear will
see his Shaddow & go Back six
weeks."” She called him the "old
Bear" not because it was an-
other name for the groundhog,
but because in earlier European
traditions it was either a bear or
a badger. Other people tried to
forecast the weather, too,
though they weren't often taken
seriously as the May 31, 1895
Delaware Dairyman newspaper
shows: "The weather prophet,
that oldest inhabitant, speaking
in regard to the severe frosts
this spring said: 'l was well
aware of it last fall. What did |
tell you the forepart of the
winter? There are certain signs
that | have observed for a great
many years and they never fail.’
We do not know what he said
last fall and those never failing
signs are a mystery, but we do
know it froze, and we bow

wonder how one small head
could contain all he knew."
Whatever the predictions,
spring weather was a mixed
bag. In 1857, the countryside
was buried under six feet of
snow in April, but on March 31,
1886, Elizabeth wrote: "Warm
& Showery like April ... the
peeping Frogs out tonight."
Two years later they had the
infamous March blizzard of '88.
In May 1892, East Meredith
experienced one of its largest
floods, overrunning stream

banks and destroying buildings.

No matter what kind of weather
there was, it all seemed to come
down to mud: "Well, Lent is
most gone, the robbins are
here, and that snow bank on
the hill lingers yet, and in the
valley mud, mud. We are sick
of it, but can't help it." Dela-
ware Dairyman, April 12, 1895.
Weather was the important,
if not unpredictable, factor
governing springtime activities.
Warm days and cold nights
started the sap running in
maple trees and initiated one of
the first big work rushes of the
season. The middle of March

On May 3, 1892, East Meredith experienced one of its largest floods,
and the local paper told how Mack Tobey's yard was destroyed.
From this photograph it looks like the paper was right. People
standing l. to r.: Mrs. Tobey, Stella Tobey, J.I. Roberts, W.S. Flower,
Oruille Briggs, Alex Palmer and M.J. Tobey.

sap season, but if the weather
wasn't right, the sap didn't run.
Elizabeth Hanford wrote on
March 31, 1883: "No sap
weather yet.” When the
weather cooperated, the work
was long and hard: "Our folks
had lots of sap George com-
menced to boil about three in
Morning" April 14, 1884. Sap
time was usually over by the
end of April. Elizabeth noted a
banner year in 1879: "We made
the same as six & 80 hundred
[680] Ibs. of Shugar this year."

Even before the sap started
running, the first cows fresh-
ened or started to give milk,
Today, improved feeds and
breeds allow dairies to milk
their herd year round, but not
in Elizabeth's time. Her diaries
show that she made almost
2000 pounds of butter during
the spring, summer and fall,
and earned upwards to $500
selling it. When you consider
that local mill workers earned
about $1 a day, it is obvious
how important butter could be.
Elizabeth often noted when
they began to milk the first cow
each year - February 28, 1879;
March 2, 1881; and February
14, 1883. Cows were usually
kept indoors until about May
when: "Grass starts nicely Met
turned out his Young cattle to
Pasture” April 27, 1881. Merritt
Barnes, in the mill's diary, kept
track of when his Uncle John
Hanford turned cows out - May
2, 1910; May 8, 1911, and May
7, 1912. Just like robins and
peeping frogs, it was a sign of
spring.

Once the sap run was over
and most of the cows were
being milked, that usually
meant warm weather was here
to stay, and East Meredith men
turned to planting - both in the
field and garden. The April 30,
1897 Delaware Dairyman

Con't. on page 6
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shows how they felt about the
work: "Now comes the season
that tires men's souls, i.e.
backs - making garden.” As
always, weather made a differ-
ence: "Levi went to make
garden in the morning the
ground was frozen in chunks.
So he quit till afternocon” Eliza-
beth wrote on May 17, 1882.
Planting was usually done by
the end of May or sometimes
June, if the weather was bad.

To help with all the extra
work, many local young men
found jobs in the spring. Since
Levi's family was small, he
always hired someone to help
with his farm work. Elizabeth
noted in her diaries that Terney
started work on March 16,
1863; Sparks started on March
10, 1879; and George Hanford
started on March 14, 1881. The
mill, too, was hiring. Eliza-
beth's son, Charlie, was "hired
to Josiah for the summer for 18
dollars a month" on February 6,
1880. The local newspaper
noted that "George Gunn
continues to handle the levers
that control the saws in Han-
ford Bros.' mill” on April 12,
1895. The mill timebooks show
that the Hanfords frequently
added new employees around
March or April. Even when
there were no new people,
employee work hours rose.

The mill was busy because
local farmers cut logs from their
woodlots through the winter.
Perhaps the very first sign of

A load of logs ready for Hanford Mills.

spring along with the ground-
hog was the growing pile of logs
in front of the mill. Elizabeth
noted on February 5, 1881:
"Our folks drawing logs to the
Mill," and Merritt Barnes wrote
exactly 32 years later that "Logs
began to come in." Even with
the addition of a powerful steam
engine in 1895, water levels
were important to the mill
operation. Spring was a busy
sawing season, as was Fall,
because of the rising water in
Kortright Creek. Merritt wrote
on March 26, 1914: "Snow
melting rapidly. Brooks high
Started saw mill by water power
first this spring."”

While the men were busy
working outdoors, women
turned to house cleaning.
Today's spring cleaning is only
a pale copy of the 1800s ver-
sion. Elizabeth Hanford's 1883
diary speaks for itself: April 18
- "We commenced cleaning
house took up carpet up
Stairs”, April 19 - "we washed
Bedcloths", April 20 - "We put
Carrie's carpet up Stairs”, April
21 - "got our Chamber
cleaned.”, April 27 - "we cleaned
the Parlor & took up setting
room carpet.”, April 28 - "]
cleaned my room", April 30 -
“finished cleaning hall up
Stairs", May 1 - "We cleaned &
Papered our sitting room.", May
2 - "We cleaned Pantry & white
washed kitchen", May 3 - "We
cleaned the bedroom off the
kitchen & finished the kitchen",
May 4 - "put down Carpet in
sitting room & in
the kitchen", May
5 - "We nearly
finished cleaning
house except
Cellar.", and May
17 - "I cleaned
out the back
cellar.," A month
of intensive
cleaning! The
kitchen was
whitewashed
every year be-

cause wood burning cookstoves
produced so much soot and
smoke. Sometimes the men
helped with the work, as Eliza-
beth noted on May 31, 1880:
"cleaned our large cellar Levi &
Howard helped. took up the
Floors &c." By May the Dela-
ware Dairyman was proclaim-
ing: "House cleaning is about
finished, and the male inhabit-
ants are now beginning to lose
that haunted 'weary Willie' look
that has been sticking to them
for a few weeks." April 30, 1897.

Spring was a busy season of
the year, but there was some
time to have fun. The Delaware
Dairyman carried this comment
on April 22, 1892: "Our fisher-
men are all hooked up for May
1st. Fish stories are already
beginning to circulate." An-
other newspaper story tells how
"The doctor ... was looking after
the speckled beauties. Thirty
fine ones was the result of one
day's work." May 31, 1895.

Besides the fish, another
sign of spring became popular
after 1900. Merritt Barnes
wrote on May 4, 1912: "HDH
took Auto Out for first.” In an
age when enclosed cars, snow
tires and heaters were uncom-
mon, many automobiles spent
the winter under cover. Merritt
recorded Horace Hanford's first
automobile ride annually - April
29, 1911; April 18, 1913; and
May 1, 1914.

Each year, spring brought
renewed activity to East
Meredith and its mill. Even
with all the work it brought,
people enjoyed the change in
weather, slow as it was. As the
Delaware Dairyman said on
May 15, 1891: "East Meredith
is prospering. Farmers are
busy, merchants contented,
and everybody making garden,
that is almost everybody. A few
people may still be found in the
back yard thumping the family
carpet. To the observing spec-
tator these things indicate that
summer is at hand.”
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Stinson, con't. from page 3

we always parted friends, and
the next time [ needed work he
was willing to take me on again.
Of all the agreeable friendships
of the long-ago past, the
memory of none are to this day
of a more satisfactory nature.
Just before leaving for the west
28 [24] years ago | went up to
his house where he was suffer-

ing with an incurable disease,
creeping paralysis [a stroke?]. I
had a long visit wherein we
went over old times, laughed at
old jokes, revived old memories,
and in bidding him good bye we
both realized the fact that we
probably would never meet
again." D.J. died just after Dick
left for lowa in 1899, while Dick
died on July 19, 1923 at the

age of 71.

Richard Stinson gave us
great stories of life in East
Meredith. Without his humor-
laced reports of village activi-
ties, East Meredith would have
appeared to be a pretty dull
place. Thank you, Dick
Stinson, for your memories of
East Meredith and the mill.

Gardens - con't. from page 2
[NOTE: Wormwood has been
used since Egyptian times. It
can be used as an insect
repellant, to expel intestinal
worms (hence the name), and
for indigestion and gastric
pains. Wormwood is an
ingredient in the illegal
alcoholic drink absinthe, which
damages the nervous system
and causes attacks similar to
epileptic seizures. Wormwood
is highly toxic, and is not
recommended for use without a
physician’s guidance.]

Caroline - How did you store
other vegetables?

Elsie - The cellar. It was just
dug into a bank, and people put
vegetables in there. I can
remember my grandfather had
one that all | remember him
putting in was cabbage. In the
spring, the cabbage would be so
beautiful that he took out of
there. I don’t remember, there
might have been other things,
but I don’t remember ‘cause | ...

Joe - Sid Oxberry has one. He
had potatoes in the root cellar,
the potatoes were five years old
and they come out and they
looked better than any potatoes
in the Grand Union [supermar-
ket]. For five years he had
them stored! Can you believe
it? And they never spotted or

nothing!

Elsie - As | remember, it was
kind of boarded up and then
doors in front, like a cellar door.

Caroline - Are the plants today
like what you had years ago?

Joe - | got a Pound Sweet Apple
Tree standing in my yard and |
looked in every catalog there
was in the country trying to buy
another Pound Sweet Apple
Tree. You think you can find
one? You can’t buy one of them
trees. They've crossed them up
this way and that way.

Larry - The best tomatoes are
the ones that ... have climated
themselves. I've got six, no
eight, I've got two more that
came up, and they’ll be my best
tomatoes.

Barb - We don’t know what they
are, though.

Joe - If you get something new
today and that’s hybrid and you
try to raise the seeds over, you
get plum tomatoes.

[NOTE: In the past, gardeners
often saved seed from year to
year, and replanted them.
Today, if you try to plant seeds
from a hybrid (a plant grown
from seeds of genetic crosses
of different plants), it will not
reproduce the same the next
year. It often reverts to one of
the parent plants. Many tomato
hybrids (probably not all, as
Joe suggests) are based on a
plum tomato crossed with
another type of tomato.]

Visitor - What is “climated”?

Joe - It’s growed here in this
area. It's adjusted to it.

Larry - Like maybe it was
designed for a ninety day
growing season. We've got a
shorter growing season, and
you'll get to where you have
seed that sprout quicker, grow
faster, and mature quicker.
Just by using it and reusing it.

Barb - It was your great grand-
father wouldn’t eat tomatoes,
would he?

Larry - That was nothing un-
usual, back in 1800, I guess.
There wasn’t much tomatoes
used, not in this country.
There was in Europe.

[NOTE: From the mid 1500s
(when tomatoes were first
introduced into Europe) to the
early 1800s, tomatoes were
thought to be poisonous. This
was not surprising considering
that the tomato is part of the
family of plants which also
includes the Deadly Night-
shade. Early American
colonists thought tomatoes
were an abomination, and one
Massachusetts minister was
actually fired by his congre-
gation for growing them. The
[first recorded American use of
tomatoes in cooking comes
from Thomas Jefferson in
1781. Jefferson was ahead of
his time, and it took longer for
the average person to accept
tomatoes on the dinner table.]
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Danger Signs For Automobilists

Editor's Note: There are many things about automobiles that we take for granted today. Unlike Horace
Hanford, we can drive our cars all year now. Roads are plowed in the winter and city streets are well lit
at night. When you drive on a new road, there are signs to tell you where you are and what dangers
there are up ahead. This wasn't always the case, as you will see in this Scientific American article

from January 13, 1906.

More than three hundred accidents
to motor-car tourists have been
reported in the United States and
Canada during 1905, many of them
resulting fatally[sic]. It cannot be
said that these accidents were
wholly due to rapid speed or
reckless driving, for some of the
most serious ones happened to
automobilists who are known to be
prudent and careful in the manage-
ment of their vehicles. Most of
them could have been avoided by a
better knowledge of the danger
points, or by some warning by
which the tourist could have been
advised of the proximate peril. The
truth is that in many parts of the
country, and especially in those
sections which are most picturesque
and attractive to the tourist, the
highways are too narrow and winding
and often skirted by deep unguarded
ditches and dangerous gullies, and
crossed by railroad tracks at points

where the tourist would have little
reason to anticipate them.

To lessen these perils as much as
possible, the American Motor League

has called upon its consuls, members,
and proprietors of official stations, in
all the important States where touring
is most popular, 1o take up the work of
erecting danger signs and guide
boards, by which the tourist may be
forewarned and his course directed to

the avoidance of these pitfalls. Many

of theses danger signs have already

been put up, and the Pittsburg Board of

Consuls of the American Motor
League has been particularly active
in western Pennsylvania in putting
this work in evidence. The league
sends out stencils, from which
these signs can be casily made by a
man of ordinary skill, and in some
cases the completed signs are sent
out ready to be put up.

Blanks are being sent to
automobilists in several States,
with letters requesting information
as to points where these signs
should be erected, and a contract
has been made with a firm in

central New York for a large number
of signs, which will be put up in place
within the next few months. Itis
believed that before the end of 1906
more than three thousand of these
signs will be place in different parts of
the United States.
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